
SURRENDERING
Take Root (Part 4)
Texts: Genesis 22:1-19 

The Call to Sacrifice

When we meet Abraham in Genesis 22, he is about to face the greatest test of 
faith any person could ever undergo. This story we’re about to read is the 
greatest story in the Old Testament, because it foreshadows the greatest event 
of the New Testament.
Abraham and Sarah have finally been given their dream child. They are about 
115 years old, which definitely makes them the oldest parents at their kid’s 
soccer game. Their son, Isaac, is about 15. And the text reads: Some time 
later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “HERE I AM,” 
he replied (Gen 22:1). 

We will hear those very same words on the lips of many other servants across 
the pages of the scriptures. Sarah’s son, Isaac will one day say it himself. 
Isaac’s son Jacob will utter it. Moses will respond this way. The prophet Samuel 
will answer like this. Isaiah will say these words. Some fisherman in Galilee will 
respond to a compelling teacher’s summons in this manner. “Here I am” is the 
Hebrew way of saying: “I am yours, God. Command and do with me as you 
will. To you I SURRENDER ALL.”

It’s a pretty impressive statement, if you think about it in context. Pretty much 
every time God has called out to Abraham in the past, it has meant walking 
away from something familiar or comfortable or taking on something 
impossible. I had a rowing coach in college whose voice I feared hearing call 
out my name. “Meyer! Come on over here and let me see you do a hundred sit-
ups. Run up and down those eighteen flights of stairs, ten times. Row on that 
river till your hands bleed.” If I could have understood when those calls came 
what would come of that surrender... If I could have known in September that 
we would be by June the best team in the nation... If I could have appreciated 
that by July we’d be competing before a crowd of 100,000 and the royalty of 
Britain... I might have said more enthusiastically, “Here I am, coach.”

But, without knowing the fullness of what is to come, Abraham answers: “Here 
I am.” To you, O God, I SURRENDER ALL. Why does he DO that? Because 
Abraham has decided to really follow God, not just be his fan... He’s grown to 
really trust God and found that it turned out right... Abraham has learned to 
prioritize God, by giving him his first and his best. And then comes THIS call. 
Biblical scholars point out that up to this place in the storyline, the narrative 
has been moving along at a pretty brisk clip. It’s like the camera has been on 
rails following the action: “And then this happened and then this and then 
this…” But now the camera slows to a stop and dramatically zooms on in. Then 



God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and 
go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a 
mountain I will show you” (Gen 22:2). 

Living with Third Day Faith

And we’re thinking, WHAT?! Take YOUR son… your ONLY son… The son whom 
you LOVE… the son for which you and Sarah waited and suffered all those 
decades… the son who is the joyful delight and social security system of your 
old age… the son for whom you left a comfortable life in Ur and went on this 
whole wild journey. And God is saying, “Yes, THAT son. Surrender HIM.” 
WHAT?!

What kind of a God asks something like that? This sounds like the terrorist’s 
Allah, not the Abba that Jesus shows us. Hold that question, because it’s a 
good one and we’ll return to it. But just start thinking about this: What’s my 
Isaac? What’s that top person, prize, or priority in my life other than God? 
Imagine God saying, “Sacrifice it to Me.” Tell me you’re not speechless. That’s 
exactly what happens here. The camera zooms in on Abraham’s slack-jawed 
face as the voice of God hangs in the air. And Abraham can’t muster enough 
breath to say a word. The screen goes dark.

Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He 
took with him two servants and his son Isaac. When he’d cut enough 
wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him 
about. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the 
distance. (Gen 22:3-4) 

Now, note that phrase, “on the third day,” because it is a very significant 
one. Sometimes life goes dark for a moment or two and we have to exercise 
faith that God is still at work for the good. Sometimes, however, the darkness 
lasts for a whole day, or even two days, and keeping the faith gets a lot harder. 
Some of you get that. You trusted God when you first lost your job or buried 
your loved one, but now the days are mounting up. You trusted God when he 
told you to stop drinking or to leave or cleave to that relationship, but now 
you’re weary of walking. You felt God was calling you to make this financial 
commitment or take on this Kingdom assignment, but where is the fruit?  
Remember, it’s only the beginning of faith when you say YES on the first day. 
It isn’t fully faith, until you’re still saying “Here I am. I’m surrendered” on the 
third day.

On the third day: Abraham said to his servants, “Stay here with the 
donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then 
we will come back to you” (Gen 22:5). Notice that what Abraham is about 
to do in offering his son to God he sees as an act of what? Worship – of 
putting God first. It’s also fascinating that Abraham says “WE” will come back 



to you. Was he lying to protect Isaac from what was to come? Or was 
something else going on? Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering 
and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the 
knife (Gen 22:6).

What do you suppose Abraham thought about on that terrible walk toward the 
place of sacrifice? Did he remember God’s promise to make him “the father of 
many nations”? Did he recall the vision God gave him of a covenant sealed in 
blood and how God took responsibility for providing the sacrifice himself? Did 
Abraham keep turning over and over in his mind all the ways that God had 
provided for him on the long journey from Ur? I have to think so. I can’t see 
how Abraham could have possibly kept climbing that mountain toward that 
ultimate altar on the strength of his character. No parent could. The only way 
he moved forward was because of the strength of his conviction that GOD 
could be trusted. There must be a bigger plan. Hold onto that faith when the 
road is long, the mountain is steep, the night is dark and cold for you.

The Lord Provides

As the two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to his 
father Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?” “The fire and wood are 
here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 
Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 
offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together. When they 
reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar 
there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid 
him on the altar, on top of the wood” (Gen 22:6-9). 

Have you ever tried to force a 15-year-old to lay themselves down in BED 
against their will? Do you suppose there’s any way that Isaac lets himself be 
bound with ropes and laid on a stack of fire wood, because he is clueless to 
what is going on or unable to overpower his 115-year-old Dad? No. Isaac is 
laying himself down on that altar, voluntarily. Why? Because the flame of faith 
blazing in Abraham and Sarah’s life has spread to their son. He too is now 
trusting in God’s greater plan. Who, I wonder, will watch the way WE follow, 
trust, prioritize, or surrender to God, and find a deeper faith enkindled in them 
too? Let’s use TAKE ROOT to help pass that flame. 

Finally, the ultimate moment came. Then [Abraham] reached out his hand 
and took the knife to slay his son (Gen 22:10). Here is where we get an 
answer to the question of whether the biblical God is really no different than 
the pagan or terrorist one. But the angel of the Lord called out to him 
from heaven, “Abraham!... Do not lay a hand on the boy... Now I know 
that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, 
your only son” (Gen 22:11-12).



Abraham had passed the supreme test. There was no mountain he would not 
climb for God, no sacrifice he would not dare to make. His life was a conduit so 
clear, a river so pure, a tree so healthy that God could move through it to birth 
an eternal family, a savior, and a movement by which his grace would one day 
redeem the whole world.   
Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its 
horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt 
offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place Jehovah 
Jireh (“The Lord Will Provide”). And to this day it is said…  “On the 
mountain of the Lord it will be provided” (Gen 22:13-14). 

I Surrender All

Centuries went by and the story of what happened that day in the mountains of 
Moriah passed into history. Eventually a village grew up on the site of that 
sacrifice. The village became a town and then a great city known as Jerusalem. 
One day, another procession made its way to the top of a hill there and 
performed a sacrifice too– only this one, it turns out, was the Ultimate Sacrifice 
for which the tale of Abraham and Isaac had simply been a pointer – a sign 
intended to help us believe more deeply in the stunning faithfulness of God and 
his utter sovereignty over all of history. (John 10:11, 17-18) 

As on that same mountain long ago, the wood for the sacrifice was set in place 
and a son laid himself upon it, voluntarily. Suddenly, the ancient words of 
Genesis 22 came into their clearest focus and meaning: “God will provide 
HIMSELF the lamb… my Son.” In a cosmic transformation of the final act of 
the Genesis story, however, God took the place of both Abraham and Isaac. 
The greatest of all Fathers sacrificed his own son, his only son, whom he loves 
(Matt 3:17). God provided and surrender his ALL for the sake of others. The 
new covenant was sealed. The sins of whoever trusts in him were washed away. 
And you and I were given in the sign of the cross a perpetual reminder of just 
how much we are worth to Him.

When I look back at the small story of my own life, the thing that stands out is 
NOT how much I have sacrificed to follow God; it is the immensity of all God 
has done in his faithfulness toward me. One of the personal breakthroughs for 
Amy and me in this whole Take Root journey has been coming to terms with 
how limited our faith and surrender toward God really has been in response to 
his grace. For years, we’ve been giving God’s work here and elsewhere a 10% 
slice of our resource pie. But, honestly, it wasn’t altering our lifestyle much or 
really stretching our faith. It certainly wasn’t honoring God at the level His 
immense generosity toward us deserves or his immense concern for the world 
inspires. 



At our Advance Commitment Night, I shared how God has moved Amy and me 
to start looking at the whole pie of our resources as territory for surrender. We 
took a close look at all the different places that the other 90% of our money 
has been going. We began to imagine how we might redirect some of our 
spending on things like travel and restaurants and entertainments and clothing 
to the much more life-changing goals of our TAKE ROOT initiative. We could 
see ways of freeing up thousands for that purpose.

We then took a look beyond our regular income to some of the stored up 
resources we have. Amy led the way in making the decision that we would take 
an inheritance she’d received and commit that to the TAKE ROOT effort. All in, 
and over the next two years, we are going to be able to make the first six-figure 
gift we’ve ever made to God’s work. I won’t lie. It scares us some. We’ll have 
two kids in college next Fall. But it feels to us like a fuller surrender of our lives 
to God’s purposes and we’re choosing to trust that he is indeed the Lord who 
provides.

Preparing for Your Commitment

For a lot of us, giving is a line item that doesn’t impact much else on the 
spreadsheet. When our lives are truly rooted in Christ, however, we SURRENDER 
our full capacity to Him. That doesn’t mean that we sell all we have and give it 
to the church. But it does mean that we start to honor God with all that we 
have. We put our whole life on the altar in gratitude for the fact that he laid it 
all down for us and suffered for that in a way that he hasn’t asked of us. I can’t 
stress this enough: God does not need your Isaac or demand your Isaac. But he 
does ask you to be willing to make everything you are and love and cling to 
available to His good purposes. Maybe you’ll be inspired, as I was, at how one 
family in our church has been working with that truth… [VIDEO]

Next weekend, all of us who attend Christ Church (whether members or not)… 
all of us who care about this church’s ministry and future… are going to make a 
personal commitment. My prayer is that whatever that final number is that you 
end up putting on your Commitment Card to TAKE ROOT, it will reflect THREE 
CRUCIAL MOVEMENTS of your soul and life. 

FIRST of all, I pray it will represent some Bold Faith. Make a commitment that 
shows you are rooting your life more deeply in Christ for the sake of others. Let 
it be something that represents your first and best, a true leap of faith that 
changes your level of relationship with God and his kingdom’s work Some of 
you may have made a commitment at our Advance Commitment Night but God 
has been stirring you further. You’re realizing that what you put down on that 
card didn’t represent the bold kind of faith that you know would please God. 
Ask him to show you what would.

SECONDLY, let whatever you write down be a step of Genuine Sacrifice. Chip 
Ingram writes: “God measures generosity not by the size of the gift but by the 



size of the sacrifice and the depth of obedience.”  Jesus once saw a widow 
giving just two coins out of the very little she had and said that her gift 
mattered more to God than the big dollars of some other contributors, because 
their large sums didn’t touch real sacrifice (Luke 21:1-4). For some of us on 
fixed incomes or with nothing stored up, giving $1,000 more might be a huge 
sacrifice. For a few others a gift of $1,000,000 might not yet be. The important 
question is: What does genuine sacrifice look like for ME? 

FINALLY, my prayer is that whatever you put on that Commitment Card moves 
you toward True Surrender to God in your life. You see, there is a difference 
between mere involvement and true surrender. As the saying goes, if you are 
enjoying a breakfast of eggs and bacon, you know that both a chicken and a 
pig contributed something. The chicken had to get involved to provide those 
eggs. The pig, however, had to truly surrender! Seriously, it is possible for us to 
sit in church for years, to respect and obey a lot of the teachings of Christ, to 
enjoy the idea that he is our Savior, but to never have surrendered our life truly 
to his Lordship. Don’t stay in that place. Don’t miss the blessings God wants to 
pour out to you and through you. Now is YOUR TIME to root yourself more 
deeply in Christ, for the sake of others.

Acknowledgement: I want to thank the Rev. J.D. Grearr for many of the best insights in this 
message.
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