
IT’S TIME FOR YOU
Making Life’s Crucial Connections

Text: Luke 2:41-52

A Vision for Growing Up

Some of you may know the name of J.J. Watt, a defensive end for the Houston 
Texans football team. Watt’s personal motto is: “Dream big, work hard” and it’s a 
commitment he has truly lived by over the years. Because J.J. is now widely 
regarded as one of the very best players in the game, he is often asked for his 
autograph.  This past December, however, the tables were turned on him when he 
received in the mail an autographed game jersey from somebody else. 

The accompanying letter read: "Dear J.J., I am seven years old… I also play DE… 
like you. I wear number 99 like you. I was the most feared rusher in my league this 
year.” And that seven year-old league is tough! “I am sending you my autographed 
game jersey so YOU will know ME when I am a famous NFL player. Your friend, 
Anthony [Tarantelli]." Talk about a kid who knows what he wants to be when he 
grows up! J.J. so loved Anthony’s vision that he posted this on Twitter, saying: 
"This kid has some guts… I like it." 

When we meet Jesus in Luke’s gospel today, he is as focused on his future as that 
little boy. A lot of time has passed since Jesus was that baby in the manger we met 
at the start of chapter 2. Other than a brief reference in Matthew’s gospel to Jesus 
being taken down to Egypt to avoid King Herod’s wrath, this passage at the end of 
Luke 2 is the only direct information we have about Jesus from eight days after his 
birth to the time he starts his public ministry at about age thirty. The Bible is 
saying, in effect, if you want to understand the person Jesus becomes, then study 
this story closely. The text reads as follows…

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the… Passover. When he 
was twelve years old, they went up to the festival… While his parents 
were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but 
they were unaware of it. Thinking he was in their company, they 
traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their 
relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they went back to 
Jerusalem to look for him. 

You’re getting this, right? It’s like HOME ALONE, the Israel version! But the story 
goes on. After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding 
and his answers. When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His 
mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your 
father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”   Some of us have 
been in this conversation, haven’t we? But then Jesus replies and you begin to 
wonder who is actually the most mature party here.  “Why were you searching 



for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s 
house?” Other translations render that: “Didn’t you know that I had to be about 
my Father’s business?” But they did not understand what he was saying to 
them. 

The Crucial Connections

Now, I love this story for the picture it gives us of Jesus within a very human 
family. But I especially love it because it shows us that, from a very young age, 
Jesus knew what he wanted to be when he grew up. Jesus was determined to be 
like his heavenly Father. He was going to be about his Father’s kind of business. He 
was going to set records on the religious field and was already wearing the jersey 
in his heart. But what I want you to especially notice is, because of that intention, 
Jesus was deliberate about making the kind of CRUCIAL CONNECTIONS that 
prepared him for that future.

I mean, think about it. His whole extended family and most of Jewish society was 
on the move that way, leaving Jerusalem. But Jesus turned and went the other 
direction. “They found Jesus in the temple courts.” Why? Because Jesus 
wanted desperately to be connected to his heavenly Father – to gaze into his face 
and soak in his glory in the way Jews particularly did in the Temple. 

Young Jesus also clearly cared about being connected to other people who cared 
about knowing God. That’s why “[He was] sitting among the teachers, 
listening to them and asking them questions.” Jesus loved fellowship with 
other earnest seekers after God. Connecting with and shaping communities of 
growing disciples would be one of the great themes of Jesus’ life.

But when his parents finally find him and obviously need him to go with them, the 
Bible says that: “Then [Jesus] went down to Nazareth with them and was 
obedient to them.” In other words, alongside of his devotion to worshipping 
God, and growing with a group of other believers, Jesus is at heart a servant. So 
he willingly commits his gifts to going and serving within his family.  

 And the implication is that God used these sorts of connections to help his son, 
Jesus, become what he intended, for Luke 2 concludes with one of my favorite 
verses in all the Bible: “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor 
with God and all people.” What a fabulous goal for any person – to grow in 
wisdom and strength, pleasing God and becoming beloved by people, because of 
how God’s truth and grace radiates through your life. 

What Do You Want to Be When You Grow Up?

So here’s the question I want to pose for all of us to think about today: “How clear 
are YOU on what you want to be when you grow up and what will you 
intentionally do to get there?” What do you want your character to look like a year 
from now? How resilient do you want to be when life hits you hard? What quality 
of relationship do you want to have with God and with others? What kind of family 
member, co-worker, or friend do you want to be remembered as? What do you 



want to have contributed to the enduring work of God’s kingdom by the time the 
last tick on your clock goes tock? In other words, are you dreaming big and 
working hard in the direction of that vision – so that you’re filling up your jersey? 

I ask you that question because you are part of a legacy of people who were 
intentional like that. Fifty years ago now, a small group of Christ followers dreamed 
big and resolved to work hard in the direction of their vision. The year was 1965 
and the world was swirling with news of war and racial conflicts and a growing 
gap between generations. Government was gridlocked and many churches were 
becoming politicized on the left or the right. But this band of believers dreamed of 
become something else.  

Gathering in the basement of Arthur and Gladys DeKruyter – a pair of thirty-
something parents with a young daughter -- these people dedicated themselves to 
the same CRUCIAL CONNECTIONS that Jesus modeled. They met every week they 
were in town to gaze into the face of God together, to be filled by him, and to 
praise his name. In 1969, they took out second mortgages on their homes to 
construct a sanctuary for worship that reflected their passion to be in communion 
with a great and glorious God and to help others do likewise. 

Those first Christ Church members also committed themselves to gathering in 
groups to study and learn together. Art DeKruyter’s course on Basic Christianity, his 
parenting classes, and the myriad other groups that soon formed began attracting 
hundreds of others. They found Christ Church to be place where you could find 
timeless biblical insight that equipped you to better live and lead in the changing 
homescape and marketplace of a tumultuous America. 

And that young congregation dedicated itself to service in an amazing way. There 
was almost no staff in those early years. Most everybody pitched in to some 
volunteer ministry -- setting up folding chairs in the Butler School gym, converting 
classrooms into Sunday School rooms, making coffee and ushering and organizing 
a missions program and volunteering with the youth ministry and welcoming 
newcomers – each obedient to Him who is the servant of all. 

And do you know what happened? Out of that tiny cluster of disciples meeting in 
the DeKruyter’s basement, the Body of Christ here ”grew in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God and all people.” Over the next decade, Christ 
Church became one of the first megachurches in America, one of the first media 
ministries in America, and a seed sower that blessed homes and schools and 
businesses and mission organizations all across this region and fifty countries 
around the world. 

Fifty years later, God is still wonderfully at work in and through Christ Church. This 
is a phenomenal season to be part Christ Church and, later this year, we’re going 
to hold some very exciting conversations about where God is leading us to go in 
the next decades. But before we think about the future, IT’S TIME to make sure 
we’re clear about the present and what is needed from each of us for us to keep 
growing up. 



Connect Yourself

I’ll speak bluntly: There is no way that you or I are going to develop the wisdom, 
stature, favor with God and witness with others that most of us want and this 
world surely needs, if we are content with merely being the pseudo-disciples 
increasingly common in America today. If we come to worship once or twice a 
month… if we expect to grow sufficiently on the diet of an occasional sermon… if 
we fall into a pattern of being a spectator or a consumer at a church that others 
put on for us, we will never become like Jesus. We will never fill his jersey in the 
way he said that his disciples would. (John 14:12). 

So here’s my challenge to all of us in this historic year: Let’s all make the CRUCIAL 
CONNECTIONS by which God’s power moves in and through human lives as 
demonstrated in the life of Jesus and the history of the Church. Come worship God 
with us every week you are in town. If you’ve gotten used to just watching on a 
screen when you could actually drive to a local church, come in the flesh, as Jesus 
did. Gaze into the glorious face of God and sing or speak to him alongside other 
believers. He is going to fill you up with more of his power and chances are that 
you and I need that. 

If you’re not part of a smaller community of disciples… if you’re not meeting 
weekly with a group of others where you listen and ask questions and learn like 
Jesus himself did and the greatest Christian disciples always have, then get into a 
group. You are NOT too busy for this. If Jesus could do it on his schedule… if the 
corporate titans who founded Christ Church could do it on theirs… you and I can 
figure it out. That group connection will revolutionize your spiritual life and equip 
you to live more faithfully and fruitfully everywhere else you go.

And if you haven’t yet made a servant connection here… if you’re still operating on 
the assumption that your gifts aren’t really needed here, please rethink that. There 
are desperate needs and fabulous opportunities to change lives for the good that 
are waiting for one thing: For some of you to step out of the spectator seats or the 
consumer chairs and onto the field of service. Before you leave today, fill out one 
of these CONNECTION CARDS. Give it to an usher or drop it at one of the Stations 
in the Commons and we’ll help you make a life-changing connection.

Let me close with a final story. I picture Satan gathering his minions and saying 
that he was looking for a special servant to go to earth and aid Him in the 
ruination of human lives. One demon came forward and said: "I will go, Master." 
Satan asked: "If I send you, what will you tell the children of Adam?" The junior 
devil answered: "I will tell them that there is no heaven." Satan replied: "They will 
not believe you, for there is a bit of heaven in every human heart… You may not 
go." Then another came forward, fouler than the first. Lucifer said: "If I send you, 
what will you tell the children of men?" This one answered: "I will tell them there is 
no hell." Satan looked at him and said, "Oh, no; they will not believe you, for in 
most every human being is a shred of conscience that tells them that good will be 
triumphant and evil defeated. You may not go." Finally, one last creature slithered 



forward. "And if I send you,” said Satan, “what will you say to further the 
destruction of human souls?" The demon answered: Our Enemy Above is desperate 
to give human beings the life for which they were made. He has shown them the 
connections that will grow them into magnificent beings. So, "I will tell them there 
is no hurry." And Satan smiled and said: "Go!"

Let us pray… Lord, we know that time is ticking. There are needs in our homes, 
our workplaces, our world that require the influence of people with wisdom, 
strength, and favor much like Jesus. Today, we rededicate ourselves to making the 
connections, that can help us to be those people. So help us grow up. In the 
name of Christ our Lord. Amen.


