
IN GOD I TRUST
Principles & Practices of a Generous Life 

Text: Matthew 25:14-30

The most important decision you and I may ever make is whether our life will 
be defined by fear or defined by trust. Will I put my faith in what the world or 
my emotions say about the nature of reality, or will I put my faith in what God 
says? Will I depend for my present security and my future salvation on my own 
resources or on God’s?  Will I let my actions be determined by what the stock 
market is doing today or what God seeks to do in history? That’s what each of 
us must decide if we want to be a genuine disciple and not just a nominal 
believer. We’ve got to figure where we come out on what pastor John Maxwell 
once called the “Trust Test.”

Maxwell suggests that the letters T-R-U-S-T provide us with a reminder of the 
five steps that every believer must take again and again on the path of 
discipleship. Today I’d like to touch briefly on each of those steps, and do it 
through the lens of this amazing story Jesus tells – the one history has dubbed 
the parable of the talents (or in today’s parlance – “the bags of gold”).  In this 
story – as in so many others he tells -- Jesus is reminding us that in filling out 
the Trust Test, there is probably no pencil quite so sharp as the one that is 
labeled “Money.”

T = Take Inventory of Your Resources 

In the parable, Jesus says that you and I are like servants into whose hands 
Someone has placed one or more “talents.” The Greek word, “talenta” literally 
refers to a coin that was the largest denomination in the first century currency 
system. It was equivalent to being given a bag filled with 75 pounds of gold. 
Today, or course, we think of “talents” in broader terms than mere currency. 
Your talents are the treasures of your life. They are your pool of contacts, your 
abilities, your knowledge-base, money, time, and energy.

You probably know people who can “Trump” you when it comes to how many 
talents they have. But, compared to the people of Lawndale or most of the 
other places our mission partners work, for example, most of us would have to 
say that we are much closer to five-talent people than to the one-talent kind. 
Do you ever stop and Take inventory of the resources you’ve been given? Do 
we realize how phenomenally blessed we are with bags of gold, at least 
relatively speaking? It’s important to see that because taking that kind of honest 
inventory is the “T” in the word “TRUST.”

R = Recognize the Source of Your Resources



Taking such an inventory, however, is just the first step. The “R” part is to 
Recognize the Source of your resources. Now here is where people of religious 
faith may part company with people of a more secular perspective. You see, 
some secular people would say that THEY are the primary source of their 
blessings. They are self-made men and women. They did it, they achieved it, 
they deserve it. But even most non-religious people recognize that not 
everything came as the result of their own sweat. Even your average Sunday-
go-to-golf-course guy would likely say that he’s received an endowment of 
genetic resources, lucky breaks, precious gifts that somehow preceded or 
transcends the sum of his efforts.

If you are a Christian, then you have a name for this phenomenon. You call it 
the “grace” of God. You realize that out of his staggering love and goodness, 
God has allowed us to be temporary stewards of phenomenal resources. He 
didn’t have to give us any of this. He didn’t have to give us life at all. But the 
wonder is that God has designed a system that allows us to play a part in the 
unfolding of his perfect purposes. We’re given the immense privilege and the 
delirious pleasure of being able to personally handle and freely invest his 
resources. Are you clear on this concept?

U = Understand God’s STEWARDship Principles

If you are, then -- in all likelihood -- you’ll understand the next step of 
discipleship I want to touch on today. It’s the letter “U” in the acrostic of 
TRUST. Take inventory of your resources. Recognize the Source of your 
resources. And, thirdly, Understand God’s STEWARDship principles. It seems to 
me that the Bible gives us several specific stewardship principles to guide us in 
investing the talents we have. Let me give you my own acrostic for them. It’s 
the word STEWARD.

The letter “S” is for the “Scales” Principle. Picture the kind scales used to weigh 
goods. Jesus put it this way: “The measure you give will be the measure 
you get” (Mat 7:2). The weight of the blessings that you receive from God in 
the end will be in direct proportion to the weight of the talents you are willing 
to invest in the cause of God’s kingdom now. Are you placing on the scales 
now the quantity of grace you hope to receive at the end of your days?

Jesus once told the story of a man who spent his life building bigger and better 
barns to hold all the resources he was accumulating. Maybe he was saving for 
retirement or for a rainy day or to leave a legacy for his family. But the sad 
thing was that that man died without every having the chance to see those 
resources do any good. Now I, for one, believe highly in the value of saving. In 
our household, we do a lot of it. But I also believe in the “Today” Principle. It’s 
the “T” in the word STEWARD. Stewardship is not about burying most of our 
resources for some future purpose. It’s about being deliberate and daring in 
sowing for God now. What are you and I doing today with our resources to 



advance the kingdom of God?

At the heart of Christ’s teaching about life is the paradox that we only get to 
keep those things we are willing to give away. I call this the “Eternity” Principle, 
and it’s the “E” in the word STEWARD. It’s only the gift of love we make to 
others… it’s only the treasure of values we pass on… it’s only the quality of the 
church we build… that lives on. You’ll never see a hearse pulling a U-Haul. 
That’s why Jesus said: “Don’t invest heavily in material things, but store 
up for yourselves treasure in heaven” (Mat 6:19-20). For he is no fool 
who gives up what he cannot keep to gain what he can never lose. Are you 
investing your talents in Eternity?

But, you know, it’s not ALL about the great beyond. I think of the “W” in 
STEWARD as reminding me of what I call the “Wellness” Principle – and I’m 
talking about quality of life here and now. The great psychologist, Erich 
Fromm, once observed that: "The essential difference between the unhappy, 
neurotic type person and [the person] of great joy is the difference between get 
and give." The renowned philanthropist, Arthur F. Lenehan said: “If you want 
to have a happy life, take up giving as a hobby when you’re young.” I’ve seen 
that principle borne out time and again. Those who regularly exercise their 
giving muscle, enjoy a sense of wellness that the clench-fisted person can never 
attain. Could you or I be healthier in that way?

The “A” in STEWARD is for the “Alpha” Principle. You probably know that the 
word “alpha” is the first letter of the Greek lettering system. When Jesus said 
that he was the Alpha, he meant that he was the first reality around which all of 
life was meant to be ordered. He said that our first priority in life should be to 
“love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength” (Mat 12:30). The 
most blessed people, he said, would be those who “seek FIRST the kingdom 
of God” (Mat 6:33) and that if we did that, everything else would take care of 
itself. So what is the Alpha in your life? I know that we all say “God is Number 
One,” but if God (or anyone else) really studied your financial accounts, what 
would they say was truly first to you?

Then there is the letter “R”. The “R” in STEWARD is for the “River” Principle. 
One of the biggest ideas the Bible gives us is that if you want great joy and 
meaning in life, then you need to be more of a conduit of grace than a 
container of it. How about you? When it comes to the flow of blessings, are 
you more of a river or a reservoir? Which sort of body of water do you want to 
be?

Finally, I think of the “D” in STEWARD as standing for the “Dominion” 
Principle. James Lawless once said: “Stewardship is more than the management 
of things. It is the refusal to let things manage us.” The way we use our 
resources tells us who or what is in control. So let me ask you: Who or what 
has dominion – as in true Lordship -- over your life?



S = Surrender Yourself to the Risk Of Investing

If you look closely at the parable of the talents or bags of gold, it’s pretty clear 
that the first two servants understood something of God’s stewardship 
principles and made their investments accordingly. But it’s also clear that the 
third servant did not. What stopped that third guy from doing as the others 
did? Why did he take what he’d been given and bury it in the ground? I think it 
was because he couldn’t take the fourth step of TRUST. He couldn’t Surrender 
himself to the risk of investing by God’s principles. I mean, it is a risk, isn’t it? It 
is frightening to give God the first fruits of our lives. 

Dr. David Kane O’Neill had a hunch that surgery performed under local 
anesthesia might be safer and the recovery from it might be faster than under 
general anesthesia. The problem was that only monkeys wanted to help him 
prove his point and that wasn’t enough. And so he did a risky thing. He gave 
himself a local anesthesia and removed his own appendix to make a point. 
Medicine moved forward at the point of risk. Then again, so does love, 
parenting, business, faith and most everything else worthwhile. 

Risk is difficult for all of us. But there are two greater risks, and the FIRST one 
is this: [# whole verse]You see, there is going to come a day when the 
Master who gave you all of these things is going to return and --- in the words 
of Jesus in the parable -- “settle accounts” with us (Mat 25:19). The sheer 
sight of him is going to make us fall on our faces in awe. But the Master will 
help us to our feet, look into our eyes, and say with great expectation: [# 
whole verse]“So tell me, what did you do with what I entrusted to you?” (Mat 
25:14). It will be highly risky if we have to say at that point: “I used it mainly 
to build my own kingdom. Or I was just too scared, Lord, so I mostly buried 
what you gave me.”

T = Test God’s Promises

But there is a SECOND risk with which I’ll close. John Casey tells the story of a 
man who, on his seventy-fifth birthday, was taken flying for the first time by a 
local crop-duster. For about half-an-hour, Dudley flew high over the small town 
in which he lived. When the plane landed, one of the old man’s friends ran out 
to the plane and shouted: “Well, were you scared, Dudley?” Dudley replied: 
“Well, no; but I never put my full weight down.”

A lot of us are like old Dudley. We risk dying without ever really knowing the 
reliability of that grace of God that is greater than the gravity of life. The only 
way to know for sure is to take the last step in the TRUST process. We are 
invited to Test God’s promises. Do you realize that there is only one area in all 
of life in which God invites us to put him to the test? The prophet Malachi 
spoke for God in this regard: “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so 



that there may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, says 
the LORD of hosts” (Mal 3:10).

God goes on to say in these three verses exactly what he promises to those who 
dare to trust him with their resources. First, God promises to shower you. “See 
if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven for you and pour out 
so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it” (Mal 
3:10). Secondly, God promises to shelter you. “I will prevent pests from 
devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their 
fruit before it is ripe” (Mal 3:11). Finally, God promises to shine through 
you. “Then all nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a 
delightful land, says the LORD Almighty” (Mal 3:12).

Think of the most incandescent followers of God that you happen to know. 
Dollars to donuts, I bet they are great stewards. YOU can be one of them. You 
can be one of those people who experience the joy that comes from generosity. 
But, I can’t minimize this. It takes TRUST.  So… Take inventory of your 
blessings. Recognize the Source. Understand God’s STEWARDship Principles. 
Surrender yourself to a daring investment on the basis of those principles. Go 
ahead and Test God’s promises. 

If you do this, you will find God faithful. The only question is: How will HE find 
YOU and ME?
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