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I 
 
In the midst of a pluralistic society and multi-cultural world there is an awful lot that divides us 
from one another.  Yet there is at least one interest that all of us share.  Whether we are black, 
white, tan, or yellow skinned… whether we are internet-capable or computer-clueless… whether 
we are male or female, poor or rich, young or old… there is a common yearning that links us 
all: Everyone longs for evil’s end. 
 
When the newspaper announces that researchers have made a breakthrough in the treatment 
of a deadly disease… When we hear that the peace talks are finally progressing or that a rapist 
has been caught and sentenced… When we learn that a broken relationship has been repaired 
or that a battered child has been rescued… the things that divide us are eclipsed by the hope 
that unites us. For everyone longs for evil’s end. 
 
Whether we think of ourselves as religious or not, most of us cling to the hope that there might 
yet come a day when swords are beaten into plowshares, when lions no longer ravage lambs, 
when there will be no more tears and heartache, and when justice rolls down like a mighty 
stream that washes the worst away.  Christians believe that day will come. They seek to do 
battle now with the sin and death that scars human life, but with the confidence that one day 
this evil will be utterly consumed in the blaze of God’s final intervention in history. 
 
Much of that vision for life in the present and the future flows from what Christ tells us through 
the Book of Revelation. As I’ve suggested frequently in recent weeks, every generation of 
believers has been able to see in their own time, current historical figures and phenomena that 
corresponded chillingly with many of the characters and conflicts described in the 
impressionistic images and symbols of this Book.   
 
That shouldn’t be surprising, for in the Revelation Christ is trying to give his followers a vivid 
picture of the great spiritual struggles that underlie all of history. He’s trying to alert us to the 
forces that fight in every age against God’s intentions for humanity. Jesus is trying to encourage 
us to stand strong against the pressures that would diminish our love and hope, distort our 
understanding of the great truths about life, and disfigure our moral character. But the clear 
message of this Book is that one day the struggle with evil will end. In the last days of history, 
says Jesus, the great battle will intensify, come to a climax, and then finally be resolved.  
 

II 
 
The precise order and way in which this ultimate denouement occurs is a matter of some lively 
debate within Christian circles.  There are at least four different major schools of interpretation 
as to what Revelation is really saying about how the final chapters of history unfold. They go by 
the name Postmillennialist, Historical Premillennialist, Dispensational Premillennialist, and 
Amillennialist. I wish our time today permitted a thorough review of all four of these theories, 
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but it doesn’t. If you’re interested in exploring them in greater depth, I’d highly commend a 
little booklet called Christ & The Millennium, available through the Christ Church Bookstore.   
 
Because so many people have read the Left Behind series of books, let me just mention that 
they are based on the Dispensational Premillennialist model. While I, for one, appreciate how 
those books so wonderfully bring the broad themes of Revelation to life in modern terms, let 
me confess that I personally believe the Amillennialist approach has the more convincing biblical 
support. At the core, however, it is what all of these four schools of thought have in common 
that is most important and which I want to hold up as a set of beliefs I hope you’ll take with 
you as you go today. 
 

III 
 
In the FIRST place, Christians share a common belief that the outworking of God’s purposes 
takes a long time. That great length of time is suggested by the term “The Thousand Years” 
that is mentioned in Revelation chapter 20 and from which we get the term “millennial” that is 
embedded in the names of all four schools of interpretation I’ve mentioned. Some Christians 
see the Millennium as referring to a literal period of 1000 years before the return of Christ.  I, 
for one, read the Thousand Years as a symbolic number of the kind found throughout the Book 
of Revelation and other apocalyptic literature.  Like the number 7 or 12, the number 10 in 
scripture is always intended to signify “fulfillment” or “completeness.”  10 times 10 times 10 
(i.e. 1000) simply suggests a very long period in which God is fulfilling his purposes.  
 
The Thousand Years are, thus, merely a poetic way of describing the great space of time and 
activity between the decisive D-Day blow Christ struck against Evil during his earthly ministry 
and that final Armistice he’ll establish when he comes again. The gospels clearly say that Jesus 
bound and cast down Satan during his earthly ministry.1 Like Hitler after D-Day, Satan still has 
the capacity to make mischief, but he can no longer completely “deceive the nations” about 
the light and truth of God and, as Martin Luther put it, his eventual “doom is sure.”2 
 
Others see the Thousand Years as referring to a period following the Second Coming of Christ, 
when Jesus will reign on a literal throne in Jerusalem, assisted by Jewish and Gentile converts. 
Revelation 20 plainly speaks of people sitting on “thrones” who “came to life and reigned 
with Christ.” Whenever “thrones” are spoken of elsewhere in Revelation, however, the scene 
is always the halls of heaven.  For this reason among others, I believe the image we’re given in 
Revelation 20 simply refers to the spirits of Christians who have died who now dwell around the 
great Throne of God in heaven. There they await the day of the bodily resurrection of all people 
and the judgment that follows. 
 
Christians agree, SECONDLY, that the period between Christ’s first advent and his second 
coming will be marked by “the signs of the times” mentioned in Revelation and other portions 
of the New Testament.3 The gospel will be preached progressively to all nations. Believers and 
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the world at large will face much “tribulation” as the Dragon (i.e. Satan) still thrashes in his 
death-throes and as God pours out a variety of preliminary judgments on sin, still hoping that 
many will repent and turn to Him. There will be great apostasy (distortion of the truth and 
moral decay) within the Church and an even more pronounced rebellion against God outside 
the church. Powerful instruments of Evil – Revelation speaks of them as anti-Christs, beasts, 
and spiritual prostitutes -- will rear their ugly heads and do a considerable amount of damage. 
 
Then, THIRDLY, Christians unite in affirming, Jesus will come again and resurrect believers to 
new life. Christians vary in their understanding of how that resurrection works.  It is my belief 
that at the time of Christ’s return, there will be a single resurrection – not different ones for 
Christians, Jews, and Gentiles as some proponents suggest. 
 
Christians share, FOURTHLY, a common belief that those Christians who are still alive will be 
“raptured” – that is raised to meet the returning Christ and given new physical forms. Again, 
just what this rapture is, provides some fodder for discussion in Christian circles. Some 
interpreters suggest that Jesus will come part-way down from heaven to take Christians off the 
earth and spare them from experiencing the troubles being unleashed on the planet. Then He’ll 
do a U-Turn back up to heaven with them, only to return later by Himself to rule from 
Jerusalem with Jews who have been converted during a seven-year period of Tribulation. I 
think this interpretation is really a stretch and based on a very questionable reading of an 
obscure passage in the Book of Daniel and a misreading of 1 Thessalonians 4.  
 
As frightening as this sounds, the Biblical evidence much more persuasively suggests that those 
Christians who are alive when the worst of the Tribulation hits will simply be asked to endure it. 
Jesus talked a great deal about the persecution his followers would need to face. He even said 
that if it were not for the fact that God in his grace will cut the time of Great Tribulation short, 
no Christian would survive.4 
 
When 1 Thessalonians 4 speaks of going to “meet the Lord in the air,” Paul is using a Greek 
term that in NT times was used to describe the act by which people in a city would go outside 
the city walls to greet a visiting dignitary, then return into the city offering him a place of honor 
in their midst. It seems much more likely that this is the image that is intended by Paul in 
Thessalonians.  He’s not talking about Christians flying off the planet to escape tribulation, but 
rather poetically picturing the image of a single Second Coming in which Christ descends, is met 
by believers, gives them glorious new physical forms, and comes to make his home forever 
among them. 
 
FIFTHLY, Christians in all four schools of interpretation believe that Revelation clearly speaks of 
a Day of Judgment for those whose names are not written in God’s Book of Life.  I wish there 
was a way around this message of chapters 19 and 20; but there isn’t.  We must be clear that 
the patience of God is legendary. He offers a thousand chances to people. Although I’ve got to 
say that some interpreters suggest that people will even have a final opportunity once Christ 
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has returned to repent and turn to him, I can find no solid biblical evidence for that, and I’ve 
wanted to find it.  
 
The Scriptures suggest that when death occurs or Christ returns – whichever comes first – the 
door of opportunity closes. Those who have rejected the authority of Christ – whether they be 
angelic beings or human beings – will spend eternity in a place which Revelation calls “the 
Lake of Fire” and others came to call “Gehenna” (the trash heap) or “Hell.” The precise nature 
of that place is the subject for discussion another day, but suffice it to say that it is a place no 
one wants to go to and – more importantly -- no one has to. 
 
The good news is that what God desperately wants is that every single being wind up in a very 
different sort of place.  And that is the SIXTH and final message of Revelation upon which all 
Christian interpreters agree: Those who surrender to the authority of Christ in this life will 
spend eternity with Him on a redeemed and refreshed earth. What is that new creation like and 
what does it tell us about God’s vision for our lives today? Well, that’s where we’ll pick up the 
story, when we return next week to the final chapter of Revelation.  
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